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East Sussex County Council
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Cllr Bob Bowdler – Wealden East Division

Children’s Services

New Special Educational Needs and Disability information website launched

A new Local Offer website has been launched which provides a ‘one stop shop’ for information and resources aimed at supporting children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in East Sussex.

The site brings together useful information about the range of services and support available across the county for children and young people aged 0-25, their families, and supporters. The modern and accessible website includes new illustrations and features such as audio readers for every line of text.  

East Sussex County Council has designed the site in collaboration with parents, carers, and professionals. The site can be accessed at:    https://isend.eastsussex.gov.uk/

Plans for SEND facility at Bexhill primary school

[bookmark: _Hlk94800866]The county council’s Lead Member for Education, Inclusion and SEND has agreed to a statutory consultation taking place with regard to a proposal to create a special education facility at All Saints CE Primary School in Sidley.  

The facility would offer provision for up to 12 pupils with SEND. It would be the latest in a series of specialist facilities established by the council as it seeks to increase SEND places in light of a rise in children with neuro-diverse profiles, such as Autistic Spectrum Disorder and associated Social, Emotional and Mental Health and Speech, Language and Communication Needs, in the Rother area.

Initial consultations saw overwhelming support for the proposals and, following the statutory consultation, a final decision is expected to be made in April.

Holiday Activity & Food Project

We are happy to announce that this valuable project will continue during this half term and other school holidays during the year. It offers valuable activities (and parental respite) and nourishing food for  vulnerable children in our community, and is scattered across the whole county.


Communities, Economy and Transport

Bidders shortlisted for £730m Highways contract

Three bidders have been shortlisted to provide highway maintenance and infrastructure services for East Sussex from May 2023. 

The county council has selected Ringway Jacobs, Balfour Beatty Living Places, and Colas to move to the next stage of the procurement process. The selected bidders have now been invited to submit detailed tenders about how they would deliver highway maintenance, improvement schemes and a range of other highways services. 
The new £730million Highways Infrastructure Services contract will replace the council’s current £300m seven-year contract with Costain and Jacobs. The new contract is likely to run for a maximum of 14 years – with an initial seven-year term and an option to extend by a further seven years subject to satisfactory performance. 

The deadline for receipt of the detailed tenders is March 2022, with the announcement of the preferred tenderer to be made in September 2022.

Vital support for creative and digital industries

Hundreds of East Sussex businesses have received guidance and funding support from the South East Creatives business support programme, designed to help the creative, cultural, and digital sectors across the region.

The programme, set up by the South East Local Enterprise Partnership’s South East Creative Economy Network, has supported local creative and digital industries in East Sussex, Kent and Essex since its launch in 2018. Much of the funding and support has been delivered during the coronavirus pandemic, which has been one of the toughest periods for these businesses in living memory.

The programme has recently provided guidance to 159 businesses in East Sussex and awarded over £300,000 in grant funding across the county. The scheme has also helped create 18 new businesses and has seen 35 new products brought to the market. 

Local businesses helped through the scheme include St Leonards Modern Goods, whose owner received mentoring support, and 18 Hours Events, who received a grant towards the cost of a new delivery van. 

Governance Services

East Sussex Pension Fund invests in sustainable global equity portfolio

The East Sussex Pension Fund is investing £200m of its passive equities in the Osmosis Resource Efficient Ex-Fossil Fuels Strategy, as part of its ongoing commitment to rid its portfolio of fossil-fuel equities.  

The portfolio has already achieved a carbon intensity reduction of 63% as of December 2021, as well as a reduction in water consumption of 67% and a reduction in waste generation of 61%, relative to the MSCI World Index.

Councillor Gerard Fox, chair of the East Sussex pension committee, said that while keeping fees low for its members by retaining passive equities, the committee felt this new investment met several key objectives for the pension fund. 
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