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Members’ Update - East Sussex County Council - July 2023
From Cllr Bob Bowdler
(Wealden East Division:-  Heathfield, Horam, Hooe, Herstmonceux, Ninfield, Warbleton & Wartling parishes)

Communities, Economy and Transport

County Council agrees further provision to Highways Maintenance

On 18 July 2023, East Sussex County Council agreed to make an addition of £5 million to the Capital Programme for 2023/24. This follows an agreement by the County Council to agree additional investment for highways in June 2023. 

More information about the meeting where this decision was made can be found here. 

County Council extends lease to keep local leisure facilities open

On 11 July 2023, the County Council agreed to approve a 19-year lease extension between East Sussex County Council and Wealden District Council to continue ongoing provision for community use of leisure facilities, including the swimming pool at Uckfield Leisure Centre.

All services currently provided will continue to be delivered by Freedom Leisure, including all wetside and dryside activities. 

More information about the meeting where this decision was made can be found here. 


County Council agrees to additional grant funding for fuel poverty programme

On 24 July 2023, the County Council to approve the acceptance by the Council of an additional £100,000 of grant funding from central government and to use the funding to provide a grant to Citizen’s Advice 1066.

The additional grant funding aims to enable Citizen’s Advice 1066 to continue the work currently being delivered through the Partnerships for People and Place project to tackle fuel poverty in target wards whilst providing holistic support to vulnerable residents. 
More information about the meeting where this decision was made can be found here. 

Annual summer reading challenge begins

Young readers across the county are being encouraged to take part in the annual reading challenge this summer. East Sussex libraries are calling on children ages 4 to 12 to read six books over the summer months as part of The Reading Agency’s ‘Ready, Set, Read!’ Summer Reading Challenge 2023. Created in partnership with the Youth Sports Trust, this year’s challenge is sport and play themed, aiming to keep children’s minds and bodies active over the summer break. 

For each books read, children will receive a sticker and other prizes. After reading six books, they will earn a certificate and a medal. The challenge began on 8 July and will conclude on 9 September. More information on the challenge and sign-up details can be found here. 

More information about this story is available here. 


Pride flag flies again over County Hall

Showing support for equality and diversity, the Rainbow flag is once again flying above County Hall in Lewes. The flag was raised at a special event on Monday 24 July. Representatives from East Sussex County Council, Sussex Police, East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service, South East Coast Ambulance Service, and Sussex Community NHS Foundation Trust gathered to show their support for the LGBTQ+ community. 

This year’s Brighton and Hove Pride runs on Saturday 5 August and Sunday 6 August, with the Community Parade travelling through the city centre from 11am on the Saturday. Seahaven Pride Family Festival will take place on Saturday 26 August, with Hastings Pride running on Sunday 27 August. Eastbourne Pride took place on Saturday 29 July.

More information about this story can be found here. 

40 Sussex parks awarded a 2023 Green Flag 

A number of parks across East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton have been given a Green Flag award in 2023. The awards were created to motivate areas to ensure that everybody across the UK has access to high quality green and open spaces. They also recognise the management of these spaces and how they meet the needs of their communities. 

Awarded parks in East Sussex include Horsham Park and St John’s Gardens in Burgess Hill. 

More information about this story can be found here.


Childrens Services
[bookmark: _Hlk132884585]Family Hub Launch
We now have two Family Hubs open in Hailsham and East Hastings with further Hubs to open over the summer months. Professionals will offer support from the new Family Hubs including:
·        Midwives.
·        Health Visitors.
·        Early Communications Support Workers.
·        Early Years Practitioners.
·        Community Engagement Coordinators.
·        Early Help Key Workers.
     
Sessions will give children and parents the chance to socialise and support their children’s needs and development. There will be particular emphasis on providing Start for Life services specifically aimed at age 0-2 year olds to support the transition to parenting, infant feeding, perinatal mental health and the home learning environment.
East Sussex County Council is one of 15 authorities to awarded ‘Trailblazer Status’. The trailblazer status focuses on parent/infant relationships and perinatal mental health. Trailblazers will become national leaders for the Family Hubs and the ‘Start for Life’ programme and will make the quickest improvement to services and sharing best practice with all local authorities.


Holiday Activity & Fun (HAF)
Children’s Services are again supporting vulnerable families over the summer holiday period by continuing with this valuable service funded by central government.
The Department for Education’s Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme is again taking place across the county throughout July and August.
The programme, coordinated by East Sussex County Council, provides positive activities and healthy meals to eligible young people in school holidays and has been running since Easter 2021.
This summer’s delivery is the biggest yet with 75 different organisations delivering at 118 sites across the county. There are more than 24,000 individual sessions taking place, which encompass a huge range of activities, interests and ages. Sessions are available free for eligible families, primarily those in receipt of benefits-related free school meals.
Places are still available for summer activities and can be booked through the online booking page here.
If you have any questions or want to find out more, please contact the HAF team (HAF@eastsussex.gov.uk)


For your information:  Meetings I attended in July as your County Councillor:

ESCC 4 x Weekly DCS/ADCS Briefings
People Scrutiny Committee
Sussex Police Drugs Presentation – Project Adder
ESCC Full Council
Herstmonceux Parish Council
ESCC Cabinet
ESCC Governance Committee
GATCOM - Gatwick Consultative Committee – Gatwick
SE Region LM/DCS Group Meetings – Westminster
Ninfield Parish Council
ESCC JAC Committee (Trade Unions)
ESCC LM Special Needs & Disability
East Sussex Civil Military Partnership Board
Corporate Parenting Panel
East Sussex Adoption Panel
Hooe Parish Council
ESCC Lead Social Worker Briefing
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