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East Sussex County Council Report – November 22
From Cllr Bob Bowdler
(Wealden East:-  Heathfield, Horam, Hooe, Herstmonceux, Ninfield, Warbleton & Wartling parishes)

Report:

[bookmark: _Hlk120527282]Adult Social Care and Health

Thank-you payments to hosts of Ukrainian guests to be increased

East Sussex County Council has made the decision to increase the monthly payments payable to hosts of Ukrainian guests to thank them for their continued kindness and generosity. The decision also reflects the increased costs hosts are facing during the current economic crisis. 

From October 2022 to March 2023, the payments will increase by £150 per host per month. The increase will be applied across the county and will be payable to both new and existing hosts. In addition to these top-up payments, the Council has also agreed to a one-off incentive payment of £1000 for hosts who accommodate guests for 12 consecutive months and who are willing to extend their placements beyond the 12-month mark. 

More information about this story can be found here. Further information on hosting in East Sussex and the support available to Ukrainian guests is available here.


Event showcases approaches to ageing well

The Innovations in Healthy Ageing Conference took place at the De La Warr Pavilion on 19 October. The event brought together learning and new developments from the Healthy Aging through Innovation in Rural Europe (HAIRE) Project to promote local approaches to ageing well. In East Sussex, the HAIRE Project is being delivered in Robertsbridge and Rye by East Sussex County Council in partnership with Rother Voluntary Action. 

Attending delegates discussed the many factors that contribute to ageing well, including positive relationships across generations, meaningful roles in community life, and good physical and mental health. The conference showcased new innovations, including a Life Transitions Service to help people prepare for changes later in life, and an international design challenge aimed at bringing younger and older people together to improve the health of people and the planet. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120527290]More information about this story can be found here. 

Programme of festive events to run in libraries 

A special programme of Christmas events will run in libraries across the county next month. The events will include Christmas craft sessions for adults and children, festive author led storytelling events, Rhymetime and Storytelling sessions, and an orchestral production of ‘A Christmas Carol’. 
Children’s Christmas crafting sessions will be taking place in Battle, Crowborough, Eastbourne, Hampden Park, Hastings, Hollington, Lewes and Rye libraries throughout December, whilst bauble crafting drop-in sessions will be held in all East Sussex libraries from 12 December. 
All the Christmas events in East Sussex libraries are free but booking may be required. For more information and to book, please visit eastsussex.gov.uk/Christmas.
Details about East Sussex libraries and the services on offer are available here. 



Support with the cost of living available for East Sussex residents:

A variety of support and guides are available to residents across the county, including a Warm Home Check service and financial advice:
*East Sussex’s general cost of living advice page can be found here.
*More information about the Warm Home Check can be found here. 


Children’s Services
New strategy launched to help children reach their potential 

A new Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) strategy to enable young people to reach their full potential in every area of life has been launched. The strategy will be used to inform the work of everyone with children and young people with SEND across the county, providing them with the opportunities and support they need to achieve their ambitions and prepare for adult life. 
Families, schools, and other professionals from services in areas such as social care and health took part in a ten-month consultation process to develop the strategy, including extensive work with children and young people to identify areas for improvement. 
An East Sussex SEND Strategy Governance Board has been established which will oversee SEND work across the county and monitor the delivery of the strategy. 
The SEND Strategy 2022-2025 is available online here. 
A short video about the strategy can be viewed here.

Communities, Economy and Transport 

Public invited to have their say on the future of local transport

A public consultation has been launched to ask residents and businesses across East Sussex to help shape the future of local transport. The six-week consultation will contribute to the development of the fourth Local Transport Plan for East Sussex. As one of the Council’s most important documents, the Local Transport Plan (2023-2050) will connect people to places around and through the county over the next three decades by walking, cycling, public transport, car or new forms of travel. It will look to create safer, healthier and more sustainable communities through improving transport and delivering better access to jobs and services. 

The consultation aims to understand people’s priorities for travel and transport, the key issues they encounter, and which opportunities for improving travel across the county are most important to them. Residents are able to participate in the consultation in a number of ways. Those who would like to participate online can do so via the council’s consultation hub, and those wishing to participate via email, phone or post can find instructions here. 

Members of the public have until Friday 9th December to give their views. Updates and further opportunities for public engagement on the plan can be found here. 


East Sussex residents encouraged to discover their past at The Keep

Residents across the county are being encouraged to find out more about their family history with free access to over six million digitised Sussex parish records. The digitised documents span 457 years of Sussex history and include details of baptisms, confirmations and marriages alongside birth and death records. These records are now available to search online via Ancestry, the world’s largest genealogy website, with free access available at The Keep. 

The entire Sussex Parish Registers collection has been brought online through an exclusive collaboration between the East Sussex and Brighton and Hove Record Office, the West Sussex Record Office and Ancestry. The records were digitised over the course of the pandemic whilst visitor access to The Keep was limited. 

Those interested in researching their family background but are unsure where to begin may benefit from attending one of the centre’s visitor induction sessions, whilst ‘Welcome Wednesdays’ offer an opportunity for first-time visitors to learn more about The Keep and the specifics of research conducted at the centre. More information about these sessions can be found here. Free access to Ancestry is also available at all libraries across East and West Sussex.


Nature Club initiative brings mental health benefits to Young People

A new initiative has allowed young people from across the South East to take part in a variety of clubs in the South Downs National Park. Activities have included wildlife walks, photography and sound recording sessions, and river paddleboarding. The initiative has been led by a partnership of Make (Good) Trouble, East Sussex County Council and the South Downs National Park Trust. 

Make (Good) Trouble focuses on helping young people with their emotional wellbeing, encouraging them to “think outside the box” to develop lifelong skills. Many young people who took part in the initiative had never explored a national park before, and several had experienced social isolation and mental health challenges during the pandemic. 

This story was published in The Argus, more information about this story can be found here.
	

Regional award will support growing creative businesses

The efforts of a regional partnership have led to business support and finance access for growing creative businesses. Partners working on behalf of the South East Creative, Cultural and Digital sector have secured funding from the Department for Digital Culture Media and Sport to deliver the Create Growth Programme across the region. 

The Create Growth Programme targets creative businesses with the potential to grow. It provides support, networking opportunities and investment to transform innovative ideas into leading creative businesses. East Sussex County Council was part of a consortium of local authorities and organisations across the South East, and was one of only six local authorities to win the award. 

Eligible businesses will access an intensive business support programme designed to improve leadership capacity, so that they are better placed to access finance. They will also have access to national and regional angel investor networks that are interested in creative industry investment opportunities. To be eligible, businesses must be between the seed and scaling stages and fall into one of the following categories:

· Film, TV, Video, Radio & Photography
· Design & Designer Fashion
· Music, Performing & Visual Arts
· CreaTech, Augmented Reality (AR) Artificial Intelligence (AI), Virtual Reality (VR), Extended Reality (XR) and Gaming

The initial two-year programme is currently being set up and will launch in January 2023. 
More on this story and how to register an interest can be found here.

£8 million boost for arts and heritage organisations
A number of organisations in East Sussex are set to benefit from more than £8 million of investment. Arts Council England has announced its 2023 to 2025 investment commitments, which includes the receipt of £8.3 million in funding to be split between eight organisations across the county. This marks a 25 percent for East Sussex increase since the last spending round. 

The organisations set to benefit from this investment include Hastings Contemporary, De La Warr Pavilion in Bexhill, and Glyndebourne amongst several others. The successful organisations have gone through a rigorous application process, providing a detailed three-year business plan, plans indicating how they will work with their local community, how they will uphold diversity and inclusion, how they will improve their environmentally responsible practices and how they will maintain excellent standards in programming. 

More information about this story can be found here.



For your information:  Meetings I attended in November as your County Councillor:

ESCC 4 x DCS Briefings
ESCC – National Children & Adults Social Care Conference, Manchester
ESCC/B&HCC Joint Meeting for LM’s on Children’s Placements
Heathfield Parish Council – DNA
Horam Parish Council
Wartling Parish Council
ESCC - HR Staff Interviews 
ESCC People Scrutiny Committee
Foster Carers AGM, Hailsham
Warbleton Parish Council - cancelled
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ESCC Joint Action Committee
Horam Parish Planning Committee
ESCC Childrens Services Staff Conference
ESCC Cabinet Briefing
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